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“In their Greatest hour of need, the world failed the people of Rwanda”
Cit. Kofi Annan, Seventh Secretary-General of the United Nations
(1997-2006)
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Note of the Chairs
Distinguished Delegates,
We are honored to welcome you to the Historical Security Council (HSC)
and delighted to be your chairs at this MUNSA 2022 Conference in the city
of Barcelona. After an in-depth analysis and lengthy research, we have
prepared this guide regarding the subject to be treated in the sessions,
with the aim of aiding in the study for facts, figures, resolutions, and
diplomatic stances essential for the successful achievement of the
objective of the debate.
Concretely, this HSC will take you back to February 1996, where you as a
delegate will have to contend with the aftermath of the Rwandan
genocide in the Great Lakes Region. UNAMIR is facing difficulties on the
ground given the ethnic tensions as well as the more than precarious
situation of the refugees scattered in the Great Lakes region. International
Media attention has subsided, but the Rwandan genocide has left a
gaping wound that could reopen at any moment.
It is your responsibility to make judgments that do not worsen the already
precarious situation on the ground. We warn you to exercise caution
because the regional situation is far from serene, and confrontation is on
the horizon.
It is our pleasure and honor to introduce you to a key period in the history
of the United Nations interventionism and allow you to learn and grow as a
neo-diplomat and international relations enthusiast through this
simulation. We hope you will enjoy reading this guide as much as we
enjoyed writing it.
Yours truly,
Norman Garcia, & Félix Dejaiffe, Chairs of the Crisis HUNSC
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Information about the Committee
The Security Council of the United Nations (hereinafter “The Security
Council”) is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations
(hereinafter “UN”), as outlined in Article 7 of the Charter of the United
Nations (hereinafter “UN Charter”).
It was hence founded in 1945 along with the rest of the organization, and at
its inception, it was tasked with the maintenance of international peace
and security, as outlined in Article 24(1) of the UN Charter.
The UN Charter itself was signed by 51 States between June and August of
1945, and after ratifications by the permanent members of The Security
Council (Permanent Members outlined in Article 23(1) of the UN Charter,
though in 1971, the Republic of China was replaced by the People’s
Republic of China as a permanent member of the Security Council), it
came into force on the 24th of October 1945. In 1992, after the dissolution of
the Soviet Union in 1991, the Russian Federation was recognized as the
legal successor state of the Soviet Union and maintained the latter's
position on the Security Council.
Below is a system chart of the UN, which shows where the Security Council
lies in the UN System:

Source: United Nations. (N.d). UN structure, About the UN – section, Georgetown University Library,
https://guides.library.georgetown.edu/un/about, access 28/05/2022
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Founding
Council

Documents

of

the

Security

The most important founding document for The Security Council is, as
already mentioned, the UN Charter. It outlines the composition,
competences, powers, and parliamentary procedures of the council in
Articles 23-32 of the UN Charter1.
It is also mentioned in Article 7 as one of the principal organs of the UN.
Other relevant documents to the founding and functioning of The Security
Council are Resolutions S/RES/14 (1946), which regulated how the
presidency of The Security Council would be passed on, and when the
terms of elected members of the Security Councils would begin (January
1st of a Calendar Year) and end (31st of December of a Calendar Year).
Another document that is essential to the founding of the Security Council
is S/96/Rev. 73, which lays down the Security Council’s provisional rules of
procedure, which is in line with Article 30 of the UN Charter, which states
that the council will adopt its own rules of procedure. Finally, Article 23 of
the Charter was amended in 1965 to expand the Security Council from
eleven to fifteen members including the permanent members.
Any state that is party to the UN Charter may bring a situation to the
attention of the Security Council, and likewise, any state that is a party to a
situation or conflict or may have its interests affected by the actions of
another state (regardless of membership status to the UN) may be invited
to participate in a meeting of the Security Council in an observer capacity
(no voting privileges on substantive votes).

United Nations. (N.d). Chapter V. The Security Council (Articles 23-32), UN Official Website,
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter/chapter-5, access 28/05/22
1
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Introduction to the Topic: The Genocide in
Rwanda
The Republic of Rwanda, a member state of the United Nations has been
dealing with a civil war since the early 1990s and beyond. The loss of its
president Habyarimana in April 1994 unleashed a storm of ethnic violence2.
Since the summer of 1994 the RPF (Front patriotique rwandais or
Rwandan Patriotic Front) is the leading political party. Pasteur Bizimungu
became the country’s president. When the RPF took over, approximately
two million Hutu fled to neighboring countries, in particular Zaïre, fearing
reprisals3. The current situation is unstable. The situation in Rwanda and its
neighboring nations is complicated by several issues. A genocide has taken
place on Rwandan soil and the aftermath has genocidal tendencies, but
this has not been called as such. Several nations in the world see this
conflict as a domestic problem. Although a part of the international
community was committed to providing aid in the early aftermath of the
genocide, this gradually decreased over the course of 19954.
This allowed paramilitary groups to effectively hold the migrants captive in
camps near the Rwandan border in Zaire5. Hutus are also at risk of being
victims of a counter-genocide by the new Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF)
regime led by Paul Kagame6.

E. Schmidt, W. (8 April 1994). Troops Rampage in Rwanda; Dead Said to Include Premier, The New
York
Times,
https://www.nytimes.com/1994/04/08/world/troops-rampage-in-rwanda-dead-said-to-include-premi
er.html, access 28/05/2022
2

Bonner, R. (15 July 1994). Rwandan Refugees Flood Zaire as Rebel Forces Gain, The New York Times,
https://www.nytimes.com/1994/07/15/world/rwandan-refugees-flood-zaire-as-rebel-forces-gain.html,
access 28/05/2022
3

Atta-Dawka, M. (2018). Aiding to Repair: An Analysis on the Impact of Foreign Aid in Rwanda After
the
1994
Genocide,
International
Relations
Honors
Papers,
Issue
3.
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1003&context=int_hon
4

Chaudia, S. (8 April 2002). UNHCR's relief, rehabilitation and repatriation of Rwandan refugees in
Zaire
(1994-1997),
Journal
of
Humanitarian
Assistance
(JNA)
–
Relief
Web,
https://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/unhcrs-relief-rehabilitation-and-repatriation-rwandan-refugeeszaire-1994-1997, access 28/05/2022
5

W. French, Howard. (September 2009). Kagame's Hidden War in the Congo. Global Policy Forum.
https://archive.globalpolicy.org/security-council/index-of-countries-on-the-security-council-agenda/d
emocratic-republic-of-congo/48118-kagames-hidden-war-in-the-congo.html, access 28/05/2022. See
also: McGreal, C. (26 August 2010). Leaked UN report accuses Rwanda of possible genocide in Congo,
The Guardian, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2010/aug/26/un-report-rwanda-congo-hutus,
access 29/05/2022
6
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In the United Nations Security Council resolution 955, adopted on 8
November 1994, after recalling all resolutions on Rwanda, the Council
noted that serious violations of international humanitarian law had taken
place in the country and, acting under Chapter VII of the United Nations
Charter, established the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).
This tribunal needs to be set up and needs guidance and information from
the Security Council. Furthermore, the situation in Zaïre with the refugee
camps has deteriorated. There have been reports of empty refugee camps,
and some reports conclude that there have been hostilities in these
camps. The Red Cross has dug up several hundred bodies in the border
regions and there is uncertainty about the perpetrators. The world is now
facing the Great Lakes refugee crisis, which is seeing over 2 million people
being displaced and living in UNHCR-administered camps who are being
used as human shields by Hutu-paramilitary forces to carry out their
operations.
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Key Definitions
Arusha Accords: Peace Agreement between the Government of the
Republic of Rwanda and the Rwandan Patriotic Front, signed in Arusha,
Tanzania, signed on August 4, 1993, to end the Rwandan Civil War (started
in 1990). It envisioned the merging of both the government and rebel
armies, as well as the establishment of a Broad-Based Transitional
Government, including the RPF. However, the Accords didn’t stop the
dynamics of power struggle within and outside Rwanda. It made the
internal conflict even bloodier and more dangerous7.
Banyamulenge: The Banyamulenge are the ethnic Tutsis inhabiting South
Kivu, culturally distinct from those of North Kivu. Having exerted some
influence in the shaping of South Kivu and in favor of Mobutu's
government, the Banyamulenge saw themselves increasingly targeted as
a result of the Rwandan Genocide and the crossing of some into Rwanda
to fight against the Hutu government8. Conflict broke out and although
some Banyamulenge fled to safety in Rwanda, others, backed by the RPF,
led the fight in the Kivus9.
Burundi: East African country to the south of Rwanda. Burundi shares the
same ethnic composition as Rwanda with roughly the same percentages.
Burundi has suffered from 2 genocides (albeit on a much lower scale than
the one in Rwanda), one perpetrated against Hutus and the other against
Tutsis. Burundi has seen its own political unrest, with a civil war erupting in
October 1993, internally displacing people and prompting others to flee
into Rwanda10.
Stettenheim, J. (N.d). The Arusha Accords and the Failure of International Intervention in Rwanda
(Dissertation). Pp. 213-236. Genocide Archive Rwanda.
7

Rukundwa, S. L. (January 2009). The Banyamulenge of the Democratic Republic of Congo: A
cultural community in the making, HTS Theological Studies, Vol. 60, Issue 1.
8

Stearns, J. & Al. (2013). Les Banyamulenges : insurrection et exclusion dans les montagnes du Sud
Kivu.
Institut
de
la
Vallée
du
Rift
–
Projet
Usalama
(RVI),
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/5253c2e34.pdf, access 04/06/2022
9

Mckinley Jr. J. C. (14 August 1997). Rewriting Burundi’s Brutal past, The New York Times,
https://www.nytimes.com/1997/08/14/world/rewriting-burundi-s-brutal-past.html, access 04/06/2022.
See also: Daley, P. (August 2006). Ethnicity and Political Violence in Africa: the challenge of the
Burundi state, Political Geography, Vol. 25, Issue 6, pp. 657-679. For further information, read also:
Nkurunziza, J. D. (2018). The origin and persistence of state fragility in Burundi, LSE - Oxford
Commission
on
State
Fragility,
Growth,
and
Development,
https://www.theigc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Burundi-report-v2.pdf, access 05/06/2022
10
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Great Lakes Region: region in East Africa, underpinned by the African
Great Lakes, including Lake Victoria and Lake Tanganyika11. Several
countries converge in and around the different lakes, allowing for
somewhat porous borders. These include the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (formerly Zaire), Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania, Uganda, and Kenya,
among others.
Hutu: the Hutu are the most populous ethnic group in Rwanda and
Burundi, living also in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo.
They're estimated to represent around 85% of the population of Rwanda
and Burundi12. Having been traditionally farmers, the Hutus comprised the
majority of the population, as peasants, during Tutsi rule. Moderate Hutus
and those that opposed or tried to stop the killings were also murdered
during the Rwandan Genocide. Fearing retribution, tens of thousands fled
Rwanda into neighboring countries, mainly the DRC.
Interahamwe: Hutu paramilitary organization active in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo and Uganda. Formed as the youth wing of the
National Republican Movement for Democracy and Development, the
then-ruling party of Rwanda, were the main perpetrators of the Rwandan
genocide13. The Interahamwe were driven out of Rwanda yet continue to
wage an insurgency from the border areas and are considered a terrorist
organization by many.
Kigali: Kigali is Rwanda's capital city; it saw an important fraction of its
population decimated during the Genocide. In the aftermath, Kigali has
received returning Tutsi refugees as well as rural migrants from elsewhere
in the country. The heaviest fighting was seen in Kigali during the RPF's
offensive.
Kinyarwanda: Kinyarwanda is the national language of Rwanda, sharing
official status with French, English, and Swahili. Considered part of the
Rwanda-Rundi language continuum, it is spoken in the eastern provinces
See Annex. 3 – Map of the Great Lakes Region (& refugee crisis).
Brooks, N. (24 January 2021). Burundi vs. Rwanda: Potential for a Future Genocide, Australian
Institute
of
International
Affairs,
https://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/burundi-vs-rwanda-potential-for-a-futuregenocide/, access 09/06/2022
11

12

13

Hallström, G. (12 January 2018). The Spread of Genocide: The Rwandan genocide and its spread in
April 1994 (Thesis).
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of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (North and South Kivu) and
southern Uganda, as well as being mutually intelligible with Kirundi in
Burundi.
Mobutu Sese Seko: dictator of the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
which he renamed Zaïre. Eccentric and corrupt, his regime (1965-1997) was
characterized by a brutal and violent one-man rule, including purges and
public executions, and a pro-Africa campaign banning the use of European
names14. His regime was supported by the United States and China during
the Cold War, losing support at the end of this period.
North Kivu: eastern province in the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
bordering Uganda, Rwanda, and Lake Kivu. Goma, the province's capital is
on the border with Rwanda, across from Gisenyi, where the provisional
government fled during the RPF's advance in Rwanda.
Rwanda: multiethnic country in Eastern Africa with Kigali as its capital.
Former German and Belgian colony, Rwanda was the scene of the 1994
Genocide that saw over 1 million Rwandans murdered and 2 million
displaced. Bordering Uganda in the north, Burundi in the south, Tanzania
in the east, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo in the west, Rwanda
both produced and received refugees, straddling the border areas in the
surrounding countries. The Rwandan Patriotic Front invaded from Uganda
and toppled the Hutu majority government, thus putting an end to the
genocide.
Rwandan Patriotic Front: ‘Front patriotique rwandais’, or FPR in French,
the Rwandan Patriotic Front is the ruling political party in Rwanda, having
participated in the Rwandan Civil War as a rebel group15. The Rwandan
Patriotic Front, RPF, invaded Rwanda from southern Uganda during the
Rwandan Genocide to stop the killings. Formed in the fringes between
Uganda and Rwanda, the RPF was bolstered by Tutsi refugees and their
children who inhabited the refugee camps on the border regions. The RPF
has been in power since the end of the Civil War in 1994.
The Independent. (04 May 1997). Legacy of corrupt and ruthless dictator who built Versailles in the
jungle,
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/legacy-of-corrupt-and-ruthless-dictator-who-built-versa
illes-in-the-jungle-1259907.html, access 10/06/2022
14

15

Reed, W. C. (1996). Exile, reform, and the rise of the Rwandan patriotic front. The Journal of Modern
African Studies, 34(3), 479-501.
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South Kivu: eastern province in the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
bordering Rwanda, Lake Kivu, Burundi, and through Lake Tanganyika,
Tanzania. South Kivu has an important ethnic Tutsi population, known as
the Banyamulenge. Their presence has led to tensions due to the
incursions of fleeing Interahamwe into the Democratic Republic of the
Congo.
Tutsi: the second most populous ethnic group of both Rwanda and
Burundi, also present in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo.
Representing around 15% of both Rwanda and Burundi's population, the
Tutsis were the ruling elite in pre-colonial and colonial times in Rwanda. An
estimated two-thirds of Rwanda's Tutsis were killed during the genocide,
in addition to between 250,000 to 500,000 women raped16. The RPF,
composed of Tutsi refugees and children of refugees invaded Rwanda to
stop the Genocide.
Twa: the third ethnic group found in the area are the Twa, considered to be
the indigenous population of the region, they are characterized by their
strikingly low stature, classified as "pygmies". Comprising around 30,000
people, 30% of their population was murdered during the genocide17.
UNAMIR I: United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda established by
United Nations Security Council Resolution 872 on 5 October 1993. It was
created to assist in the implementation of the Arusha Accords, aiding in
the peace process between Hutus (government) and Tutsis (RPF). UNAMIR
had a limited mandate on which it could act, and saw its composition
reduced by UNSC Resolution 91218. Due to its failure to prevent or stop the
Rwandan Genocide, UNAMIR has been viewed as a failure19.
UNAMIR II: United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda was known as
UNAMIR II after the United Nations agreed on May 17th, 1994, to send
reinforcements to the already decimated and heavily understaffed
16

Chu, S. K. H., & de Brouwer, A. M. (2011). Tragedy and triumph: Rwandan women's resilience in the
face of sexual violence. Amsterdam LF, 3, 203.
M. Thomson, S. (2009). Ethnic Twa and Rwandan National Unity and Reconciliation Policy, Peace
Review, Vol. 21, Issue 3, pp. 313-320, https://doi.org/10.1080/10402650903099377, access 27/05/2022
18
Security Council Report (SCR). UN Document – Overview of the Security Council Resolution
S/RES/912.
17

Maritz, D. (2012). Rwandan Genocide: Failure of the International Community. E-International
Relations, 1-6.
19
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UNAMIR. With the RPF victory and the end of the genocide in 1994,
UNAMIR II 's mission is mainly focused on maintaining security and
stability.
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees: United Nations agency
whose mandate is to aid and protect refugees, forcibly displaced
communities, and stateless people, and to assist in their voluntary
repatriation, local integration, or resettlement to a third country20. Its
headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland.
Zaïre: Congolese state, which was previously, and is currently, named the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Established through a military coup
and ruled by dictator Mobutu Sese Seko, the eccentric and corrupt regime
received support from the United States and China during the Cold War21.
The state was highly unstable and faced unrest in its eastern provinces as
well as having uneasy relations with Uganda and Rwanda22.

UN General Assembly. (14 December 1950). Statute of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner
for
Refugees,
A/RES/428(V),
available
at:
https://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b3628.html, access 11/06/2022
20

21

The Independent. (04 May 1997). Legacy of corrupt and ruthless dictator who built Versailles in the
jungle,
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/legacy-of-corrupt-and-ruthless-dictator-who-built-versa
illes-in-the-jungle-1259907.html, access 10/06/2022
Hoffman, J. (6 December 2021). The Congo And Uganda Working Together To Stop ADF: History
Increases
Tensions,
The
Organization
for
World
Peace,
https://theowp.org/the-congo-and-uganda-working-together-to-stop-adf-history-increases-tensions
/, access 10/06/2022
22
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A Short History of Rwanda
Rwanda, between Independence and Colonialism
Rwanda is an African country that obtained its independence in 1962, since
then, it has had a troubled growth23. Primarily because of ethnic tensions.
In the past years a horrible ethnic conflict has swept through the country.
In 1994, the Hutu government and Hutu militias ordered and executed a
genocide against the Tutsi minority. Within a period of three month in
1994, an estimated five to eight hundred thousand people were killed
because of the civil war and genocide in Rwanda. Large numbers of
civilians were physically and psychologically affected for life through rape,
maiming, and other traumas. The human suffering is and will remain
incomprehensible. The legacy of this violence created continuing suffering,
economic loss, and tensions both inside Rwanda, and in the Great Lakes
region. Since then, this region is in turmoil, the Hutu government was
overthrown, and a former military group has taken command. The borders
of Rwanda count several refugee camps and the violence has not yet
stopped.
To understand this conflict, we need to look at Rwandan history and how it
fits in the regional context of the Great Lakes region. The region of the
Great Lakes in Africa is comprised by a series of lakes in the East African
Rift and constitutes a more fertile region where population density is
higher. Several countries border these lakes, such as the Democratic
Republic of Zaïre, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, Tanzania, and Kenya24. The
borders between these countries have been made by colonial
governments.
The colonial adventurists planted flags and made contracts with the local
population and thus founded their colonial empires. In the region of the
Great Lakes different European governments tried to plant their flags. The
United Kingdom procured Kenya and Uganda, the Germans founded
German East Africa in Tanzania25, Burundi and Rwanda and the Belgian
Adelman, H. Suhrke, A. & Jones, B. (March 1996). The International Response to Conflict and
Genocide: lessons from the Rwanda Experience, Steering Committee of the Joint Evaluation of
Emergency Assistance to Rwanda, OECD, https://www.oecd.org/countries/rwanda/50189764.pdf,
access 28/05/2022
23

24

See Annex 4. Map of the Great Lakes Region.

25

Lemarchand, R. (N.d). Rwanda under German and Belgian Control, Encyclopedia Brittanica.
https://www.britannica.com/place/Rwanda/Moving-forward, access 23/05/2022. See also: Humanity
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King Leopold II procured the right to rule in the Free State Congo26.
However, the country of Rwanda had a long history before the colonial
settlement. Rwanda has been called the country of a thousand hills, and
atop every hill there was a ruler. Rwanda was already a monarchy from the
11th century onwards and had different regional rulers. In this region there
lived three ethnic groups: the Twa, the Hutu, and the Tutsi27.

Rwanda’s Ethnic Groups
The Twa were the indigenous group that had lived there ever since. The
Twa are a minority group, which have been named pygmy people. There
were historically specialist hunter-gatherers adapted to the mountain
forest of the region. They are the indigenous people of the Great Lakes
Region. Despite being numerically insignificant in Rwanda today, the Twa’s
historic role as the first people of this area makes them a fundamental
constituent of Rwandan society and culture. Their traditional culture is
admired for its in-depth understanding of the forest ecosystem, such as
the uses of many plants for food and medicine, as well as hunting and
navigational skills28. The Twa, as the original residents of the country, are
thus entitled to respect. Unlike latecomers, the Twa made use of their
surroundings without destroying or substantially harming it. The Pygmy
population was also a target of the Interahamwe during the 1994 Rwandan
Genocide. Of the 30,000 Pygmies in Rwanda, an estimated 10,000 were
killed and another 10,000 were displaced. They have been described as
"forgotten victims" of the genocide29.
The Hutu population came to the fertile region of the Great Lakes from the
Congo delta, they were primarily farmers. They mainly live in Rwanda,
Burundi, and the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo. The share
language and culture with the Twa pygmies.

in Action. (January 2005). Facing the past to liberate the Future: Colonial Africa in the German Mind,
https://www.humanityinaction.org/knowledge_detail/facing-the-past-to-liberate-the-future-colonial
-africa-in-the-german-mind/, access 22/05/2022
Stanley, Tim. (10 October 2012). Belgium’s Heat of Darkness, History Today. Vol. 62, Issue 10.
https://www.historytoday.com/archive/contrarian/belgiums-heart-darkness, access 27/05/2022
27
McKenna,
A.
(N.d).
Kingdom
of
Rwanda,
Encyclopedia
Britannica,
https://www.britannica.com/place/Kingdom-of-Rwanda, access 23/05/2022.
26

Lewis, J. (2006). The Twa Pygmies: Rwanda’s ignored People, pp. 79-105. In. La Marginalisation des
Pygmées d’Afrique Centrale. Edited by Séverin Cécile Abega and Patrice Bigombe Logo.
28

29

M. Thomson, S. (2009). Ethnic Twa and Rwandan National Unity and Reconciliation Policy, Peace
Review, Vol. 21, Issue 3, pp. 313-320, https://doi.org/10.1080/10402650903099377, access 27/05/2022
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The Tutsi population came from a Numidian nomad culture that came
down the Nile River to the same region. The Tutsi were a minority group,
but because of their economic activities they became rulers in these
regions. The territory was thus ruled by the Tutsi, while the majority of the
country was ethnically Hutu. The different ethnic groups in Rwanda were
not set in stone, there was a lot of social mobility, and these ethnic
identities were fluid30. In the early 20th century, Germany colonized the
region of Rwanda, Burundi, and Tanganyika, it was known as German East
Africa. The Germans could not truly implement their rule. The local
traditions were left untouched, the Tutsi rulers were left in power.

The Struggle for Power after World War I and Belgian
Colonialism
After World War I, the area was assigned to Belgium as a mandate. During
colonial rule, the Rwandan kings retained relative autonomy. Because it
was important for the colonial government who could be trusted, the
people were either identified as Tutsi or Hutu. The fluidity of their identity
was broken, and all Rwandan people were obliged to carry a passport,
which specified their ethnic identity. Fluid identity was used as a political
tool and the policies became increasingly more pro-Tutsi. Policies
concerning the distribution of land for example meant that most Hutus
lived a serf-like existence.
After World War II, Rwanda was still a Belgian colony. It was ruled by a Tutsi
elite that favored its own. This made most of the people, that had for
example no access to education, increasingly concerned and angered.
Hutus were able to gradually increase influence in Rwanda. Only in 1959
there was a Hutu elite that pushed for social reform. This would in the end
amount to the Rwandan Revolution. As Hutu’s increased their influence,
the group was able to gradually gain support for their cause with the
colonial government.
In 1959, the Hutu started attacking the Tutsi after false rumors that a Hutu
chief (Dominique Mbonyumutwa) had been killed by Tutsi31. After the Tutsi
attempted to fight back, the Belgians sought to re-establish stability and
30

Eramian, L. (2015). Ethnic Boundaries in Contemporary Rwanda: Fixity, Flexibility and their Limits,
Anthropologica,
Canadian
Anthropology
Society,
Vol.
57,
Issue
1,
pp.
93-105,
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24470917, access 27/05/2022
31
Prunier, G. (April 1997). The Rwanda Crisis, 1959-1994: History of a Genocide. Columbia University
Press, p. 48.
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sided with the Hutu’s. In a Belgian controlled election Kayibanda was
elected prime minister32. This enabled Hutu leader Gregoire Kayibanda to
eventually declare an autonomous republic in 1961 and independence in
1962. During this time there were several uprisings and protests, wherein
Hutu and Tutsi people fought. Independence did not bring peace,
Kayibanda became president and held that position until 1973. The
independence of Rwanda displaced hundreds of thousands of Tutsis,
which sought refuge in neighboring countries, from where they did attack
Rwanda on a regular basis33.
However, the Tutsi, poorly equipped, were unsuccessful in launching an
attack and many of them continue to live as refugees in neighboring
countries, which also suffered from political instability. Uganda was for
example ruled by the notorious dictator Idi Amin. In 1973 a general
overthrew the Kayibanda government and put them in house arrest.
Juvénal Habyarimana became president after this coup d’etat34. A Hutu
himself, he initially won favor among both Hutu and Tutsi groups given his
administration’s reluctance to implement policies that catered to his
primarily Hutu supporters. This restraint did not last and Habyarimana
eventually began to oversee a government that mirrored the policies of
Kayibanda. Habyarimana received support from both the French and
Belgian government, despite being a dictator.
During the first years Habyarimana politics were prosperous for all of the
Rwandans. In 1985 the prices of tin and coffee dropped, and the export
income was cut in half. This economic catastrophe resulted in hunger and
that a lot of farmers had to sell their lands. During these years Rwanda had
to invest in military, because of the increase of violence at the borders.
Money that could have been invested in eradicating the economic
problems at hand. The international community tried to persuade
Habyarimana to make peace with the rebelling Tutsi in the neighboring
countries. Every time the president acted in favor of reconciliation, the
extremist Hutu-militia began to protest harder and louder.
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Arusha Peace Accords & the Rwandan
Genocide (1993-1994)
The false hope of the Arusha Accords
On August 4, 1993, following years of negotiation and political pressures
from Western and African governments35, the Government of Rwanda and
the Rwandese Patriotic Front (RPF) signed the Arusha Peace Agreement in
Arusha, Tanzania. The Arusha Peace Accords were supposed to end a
three-year Rwandan Civil War.
The Arusha Accords envisioned the establishment of a Broad-Based
Transitional Government (BBTG) which would include the RPF and the five
political parties that had composed the 1992 temporary cease fire
agreement in anticipation of general elections36. The Accords also included
important items for lasting peace such as the rule of law, economic and
social development, repatriation of refugees both from fighting and from
power sharing agreement, and most importantly the merging of
government and rebel armies. In line with these items, the Peace Accords
also provided the establishment of a Transitional National Assembly (TNA).
The Agreement also provided for a broad role for the United Nations,
through what the agreement termed the Neutral International Force
(NIF)37, in the supervision of the implementation of the Accords during the
transitional period which was to last 22 months. Following up on this NIF
clause, on 5 October 1993, the United Nations Security Council passed
Resolution 872, which established the United Nations Assistance Mission
for Rwanda (UNAMIR). Its objective was assistance in and supervision of
implementation of the Arusha Accords38.
Mediations efforts were led by France, the United States of America, Belgium, the Vatican, and the
Organization of the African Unity (OAU).
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However, despite the position expectations coming from the International
Community regarding the implementation of the Peace Accords, it could
be argued that the Arusha talks constituted a case of “empty words” of real
negotiations39. While the talks were progressing, extremist factions within
the Rwandan government, known as the Akazu, were building capacity to
constrain the accords though a quasi-party called the Committee for the
Defense of the Republic (CDR)40. Furthermore, in the shadows, the Akazu
established two militia movements, the impuzamugambe and
Interahamwe, in an attempt to destroy the peace in its entirety through
violent means41. A plan for genocide had been formed notably with the
import of small arms and light weapons, as well as machetes from different
sources in Europe in violation of a UN ban42. Those weapons were given to
the militias, in preparation of a “national defense” plan. Further, the akazu
handled logistics: directives were sent from central ministries to
government offices around the country, urging local administrators to
keep trucks, jeeps, and other equipment on standby for "national defense
purposes". Free Radio and Television of the Thousand Hills (RTLM43), an
akazu-funded radio state, broadcast hate-filled propaganda warning Hutus
that the RPF's return to Rwanda meant a return to pre-independence
days, when the Tutsi ruled over the Hutu majority with Belgian support –
and warned of the threat of violence from "foreign invaders" and
"cockroaches”44.
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The assassination of Habyarimana, and the beginning of the
Rwandan genocide
On April 6th, 1994, a plane carrying president Habyarimana was shot down
close to Kigali, Rwanda. This meant the abrupt end of the fragile peace
under the Arusha Accords and served as the catalyst for the Rwandan
genocide. In the 3 months following the shoot down, 500,000 to 1 million
Tutsi would be murdered under the interim government of President
Theodore Sindikubwabo45. Besides murders, widespread rape occurred,
leading to a spike in HIV infections. The economy of Rwanda got
decimated46.
Following the start of the genocide, the RPF resumed fighting the civil war.
During the early days, UNAMIR tried to establish a ceasefire as the
international community demanded it47. The RPF, well aware of the killings
that were underway, refused to talk with the interim government. The
Rwandan army, mostly occupied with the genocide, gave little resistance
except for in Kigali and the northwest. The most intense fighting occurred
in Kigali. The international community had a troubling role in the entire
sequence of events. The United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda
(UNAMIR) was unable to enforce the Arusha accords that were meant to
end the Rwandan Civil War, in part because of the “impossible milestones”
set by the parties involved48. UNAMIR was further unable to prevent the
Rwandan genocide.
Operation Turquoise, who was carried out by the French government with
a UN Mandate, did not help either49. The French operation is generally
considered to have been complicit in the genocide by creating safe zones
in Hutu-controlled areas. The French have also been accused of carrying
out atrocities themselves50, though the French government has denied
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this51. As the French ended their intervention, even more refugees started
flowing into camps in neighboring countries. The French operation is also
believed to have aided the escape of Hutu perpetrators to the refugee
camps.

The Regional Refugee Crisis & Aftermath of the Genocide
Seeing the inability of the international community to effectively put an
end to the ongoing genocide, the Rwandan Patriotic Front, predominantly
comprised of Tutsi refugees in Uganda, launched their advance from the
north. As their forces advanced and quickly conquered large swathes of
territory, hundreds of thousands started fleeing Rwanda, fearing reprisals
from the RPF. More than 200,000 people are estimated to have fled east
into Tanzania52 as the Rwandan Patriotic Front advanced into and secured
eastern Rwanda. Likewise, a comparable number of refugees fled south to
Burundi53.
After Operation Turquoise came to an end, hundreds of thousands of
internally displaced people, which included former militants and members
of the ousted government, fled into South Kivu, in Zaïre. Following the
RPF’s capture of Gisenyi and the establishment of the new government,
with Pasteur Bizimungu as president, a further 800,000 people fled into
North Kivu, settling around Goma supported by the government of Zaïre54.
The massive displacement of people, also meant the escape of former
government officials and militants that merely transferred their chains of
command to the other side of the border, representing a threat to the
newly installed Rwandan government.
The high number of refugees that fled in such a short span of time,
highlighted the unpreparedness of the camps in which said refugees
settled. Conditions were dire and desperate, with scarce access to food,
water, utilities, medical supplies, and medical attention. Over 50,000
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people died in the first few weeks, mainly because of disease55. Refugee
camps were also militarized, with former government officials and
militants seizing control of the camps, including its population and the aid
that started pouring in from international sources56. Securing the control of
the resources and using the Interahamwe to control access to the camps,
the former government elite succeeded in establishing quasi-political
structures in the refugee camps mainly around Goma. Refugees were
prevented from leaving the camps, punished by aid being withheld, or
rewarded when deemed appropriate.
An outcry was raised by relief agencies because of this situation, having
reached a moral dilemma where humanitarian workers were aiding the
innocent thousands of refugees in the camps whilst also “feeding the
genocidaires”57. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees was
able to establish some form of order aided by the Zairean military, yet this
arrangement was also fragile and volatile. The camps have taken on a form
of permanence as the outflow of refugees has trickled down to a practical
stop. The temporary nature these camps should have, paired with the
unpreparedness to hold such large amounts of population meant
conditions would continue to deteriorate as the time the camps were
active was extended. Countries in the region are interested in dismantling
the camps, both to return refugees home and to eliminate the danger
posed by the Interahamwe and the former government elite. This is the
current situation, in which bordering governments are exploring ways to
ensure a return of the refugees and a neutralization of the militant factions
still operating and controlling the camps.
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The Crisis in Zaire (1993)
In the eastern region of Zaïre, new tensions are reaching great heights in
what was already an unstable situation58. In late 1993, about 50,000
Burundian refugees from the Burundi Civil War began streaming into
primarily South Kivu. They were followed the next year by almost one
million mostly Hutu refugees from the Rwandan Genocide, creating the
Great Lakes refugee crisis.
The Hutu government responsible for the genocide came with the
refugees; they turned the camps into armed bases from which they could
launch attacks against the newly victorious RPF government in Rwanda.
The influx of refugees dramatically changed the situation of the
Banyamulenge59. Given the exacerbated ethnic tensions and the lack of
government control in the past, Rwanda took action against the security
threat posed by génocidaires who had found refuge in eastern Zaire60.
The government in Kigali began forming Tutsi militias for operations in
Zaire as early as 1995. While there was general unrest in eastern Zaire, there
was involvement from neighboring countries. Ugandan president Yoweri
Museveni, who supported and worked closely with Rwanda, sent forces to
combat the extremist Hutus in eastern Zaïre who were attempting to
continue the genocide in their new home. However, Mobutu's harsh and
selfish rule created enemies in virtually all sectors of Zairian society61.
The influx of militants and former Rwanda government officials into Zaïre
and their collaboration with Zairean military, has resulted in a shift in the
situation and a targeting of the Banyamulenge in eastern Zaïre due to
their Tutsi ethnicity. Though Mobutu has survived several other episodes of
unrest around the country throughout his rule, the growing tension in the
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east, the cross-border skirmishes between militants in the camps and
other governments in the region, and the own situation of the
Banyamulenge in the Kivus, is threatening the governments stability and
hold in the region.
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Current situation (February 1996)
The situation in the Great Lakes region (compromising Zaire, Burundi,
Rwanda, Uganda, and Tanzania) is extremely difficult and there appears to
be great risk of new escalation in the area. The current situation is still very
much a product of the Rwandan genocide, now two years ago.
A massive exodus of Hutu’s was triggered when the Rwandan Patriotic
Front (RPF) started gaining control over Rwanda. In total, more than 2
million people fled Rwanda for elsewhere. This established refugee camps
in neighboring Zaire, Burundi, Uganda, and Tanzania. There have been
reports of raids in these refugee camps in neighboring country Zaïre.
Despite the increasingly troublesome situation, the attention of the world
turned elsewhere after the immediate crisis had ended. Funding levels for
relief fell from the beginning of 1995. Hampered by lack of international
interest and decreasing funds62, the UN went from discussing methods of
separating fighters from civilians or moving the camps farther from the
border with Rwanda to increasingly desperate ideas, such as cutting off
relief to the camps or a limited forced repatriation in clear violation of
refugee law.
The situation is fragile, and the region is witnessing a militarization of the
refugee camps. The Hutu militants in the camps were very aware that the
camps provided both protection and resources for their military activities.
They thus had an interest in keeping the camps where they were, in effect
making the refugees semi-hostages. Rumors of Tutsi retributions and an
impending second genocide also convinced many Hutu refugees that they
should not return. The obvious candidate to impose order was the Zairean
government of the president Mobutu Sese Seko. However, Zaire was a
large and weak state, which did not have firm control of the eastern
regions that were on the opposite side of the country from the capital. It
has also been noted that Uganda and Zaire had unfriendly relations.
Mobutu would not have been pleased by the emergence of a Rwandan
government that was allied with Uganda and may have hoped that the
Hutu militants could rid him of the new government of Paul Kagame.
Documents belonging to Hutu fighters show that Mobutu allowed the
militants to ship large amounts of arms into the country. The only other
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option with international credibility was a multilateral intervention led by
the UN, but it quickly became clear that few nations were uninterested in
what seemed certain to be a difficult and bloody operation in a remote
African region. As deadlock was reached in international political and
military efforts to resolve the crisis, the tempo of attacks based out of the
camps, mainly in Zaire, across the border into Rwanda increased. The RPF
became increasingly vocal in its condemnation of the UNHCR, which it saw
as aiding its enemies, and demanded that the attacks be stopped.
Nevertheless, no action was taken. The fact that the refugee crisis could
not continue indefinitely was emphasized in January 1996 when Burundi
closed the two camps within its borders and told the refugees that they
should return to Rwanda63. The refugees instead began to trickle across
into Tanzania. Burundi, also in the midst of a civil war, had been stressed by
the demands of the refugees but was also influenced by a desire not to
antagonize the new government of its neighbor to the north.
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Block Positions
United States of America (U.S): the recent experiences the United States
had had in Somalia, meant the government was reluctant to partake in any
action that would mean intervention in what was regarded as a domestic
conflict64. The United States acted to prevent a robust United Nations
response and initially argued against the use of "genocide" when
describing the killings65. In the aftermath, its role was mainly a supportive
one in relation to those displaced to refugee camps. The United States was
a strong supporter of Mobutu's government in Zaire during the Cold War,
support that waned as the Cold War came to an end66.
People's Republic of China (PRC): The People's Republic of China
opposed any involvement in an internal affair. The People's Republic of
China has strong connections to Rwanda, as evidenced by the investment
in infrastructure carried out in the country and the post-genocide
reconstruction67. China was also a supporter of Mobutu's regime due to its
stance against the Soviet Union68.
Republic of France (FR): The French Republic openly and decidedly
supported the Habyarimana's government against the Rwandan Patriotic
Front, training Rwandan government troops69. France coordinated and
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facilitated the evacuation of foreign (mainly western) civilians. Despite its
reticence to involve the international community in what initially was
perceived as an internal affair, France secured backing to lead Operation
Turquoise, establishing a Turquoise Zone in the southwest of Rwanda70.
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (U.K): The United
Kingdom opposed a military intervention as it was believed by the
government that only an intervention of dramatic proportions would
succeed in stopping the bloodshed, and this was deemed not viable in the
midst of the civil war as it was occurring71. The United Kingdom responded
to calls of aid for resupply but fell short on how to get those supplies on the
ground, still reticent to partake in the conflict72. The UK supported the
United States' calls for a small peace-keeping effort.
Russian Federation (RU): The Russian Federation, also supported the
United States' calls for a small peace-keeping effort and shied away from
an intervention. The Russian Federation had emerged as the successor
state to the Soviet Union, against whose influence Zaïre had been a
stronghold73.
Kingdom of Belgium (BE): The Kingdom of Belgium had strong ties to the
government of Rwanda due to its past as the colonial power74. Belgium
contributed to UNAMIR from its inception, yet after 10 Belgian soldiers
were killed while protecting the country's moderate prime minister, Ms
Agatha Uwilingyimana (who was also killed), Belgium realizes there was a
need to strengthen UNAMIR and its mandate75. However, due to reticence
from other Council members, Belgium decides to evacuate its civilians
from Rwanda and withdraw from UNAMIR. Belgian soldiers were posted at
the École Technique Officielle where 2,000 people had found refuge. After
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being ordered to leave their posts, Hutu militias entered the school and
massacred the people inside.
Republic of Rwanda (RW): The Rwandan Patriotic Front took over
Rwanda after ousting the Hutu majority interim government that had
taken over after President Habyarimana's death. A coalition government
was formed with a moderate Hutu, Pasteur Bizimungu as president.
Rwanda shares history and ethnic composition with Burundi and the new
government had closer relations with Uganda and an increasingly
antagonistic one with Zaïre, who was accused of harboring and aiding
genocidaires.
Republic of Zaïre: Zaïre, received support from both the People's Republic
of China and the United States of America during the Cold War, yet this
support waned and altogether stopped after the end of the Cold War76.
Zaïre's eastern provinces border Rwanda and received thousands of
refugees fleeing the aftermath of the genocide, while the government was
antagonistic to the newly formed Rwandan government as well as to the
Ugandan government. North and South Kivu, provinces in the east, have
an ethnic Tutsi population, the Banyamulenge, that had also been
antagonized and which were involved in their own conflicts with the
Zairian armed forces. Zaïre received firm support from the French Republic
and its relationship with Belgium fluctuated between a supportive and
confrontational one.
United Republic of Tanzania (TA): during the genocide as well as in the
aftermath, thousands of Rwandans fled, mainly into the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (Zaïre) and Tanzania. Being that Rwanda is a
landlocked country, its relations with Tanzania, and thus, a route to the sea
are considered important77. Tanzania hosted thousands of refugees in its
border areas in the aftermath of the genocide. The Arusha Accords,
seeking to put an end to the Civil War, were signed in Arusha, Tanzania.
Uganda (UG): Uganda received thousands of Tutsis after the Rwandan
Revolution which overthrew the monarchy and established a
Hutu-majority government. It was from Uganda, and with steadfast
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support from the government78, that the Rwandan Patriotic Front invaded
Rwanda during the genocide. With thousands living in refugee camps in
southern Uganda, the RPF participated in the Uganda Bush War which
brought Museveni to power.
Germany (GE): having been a German colony, Rwanda had close ties to
Germany and several government agencies were active in Kigali. Despite
the warnings and communications to the German government, Germany
had an indifferent attitude in the months leading up to and during the
genocide79. Germany supported Habyarimana's government and declined
to aid the UN until after the genocide had ended, citing security concerns.
Though modestly, Germany contributed to the United Nations relief efforts
in the African Great Lake area.
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Conclusion
The Security Council has a very broad mandate when it comes to dealing
with issues of international peace and security, and so delegates will have
the opportunity to suggest a great deal of ideas to tackle the various
aspects of the Great Lakes situation. Delegates should be mindful that a
well-rounded solution is one that tackles the political, the military and the
humanitarian problem. Yet this solution will have to be composed out of
compromises by the various members of the Security Council.
As you will see from the composition of the Committee, we will have the
honor of welcoming several countries concerned by the crisis which is
gradually becoming regional. These, as observer members, will be
invaluable in establishing a compromise that can accommodate the
various national interests.
As the situation has become complex, especially with the borders of the
countries concerned becoming more and more blurred, you will find in the
following sections some guiding questions as well as a number of
considerations and legal instruments to help you find your way.
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Questions a Resolution should answer
Some of the most pressing issues related to the topic that should be
addressed in a resolution are:
1. How can the UN broker a reconciliation in the Great Lakes Region
between the Rwandan government, the Hutu militias, and the
refugees in the camps across the border?
2. Should the government of Rwanda be encouraged to pursue talks
with people in the refugee camps?
3. Should the government of Rwanda be encouraged to pursue talks
with the neighboring countries about the refugee crisis?
4. How can militias be countered in the refugee camps?
5. How can the UN security council provide timely and cautious
humanitarian and security assistance?
6. What should be the nature of this “intervention”? Should there be
one? Which UN institutions should be mandated and with which
purpose?
7. What should be done with the refugee crisis in the Great Lakes
region?
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Previous UN Resolutions
UNSC Resolution 1029 (12 December 1995): This resolution agreed to
extend the mandate of the UNAMIR for a final period until 8 March 199680.
It also provided a renewed mandate to the UN mission but with fewer
resources such as the reduction of force level and the number of military
observers. It also requested the Secretary General to report to the Council
on the 1st of February 1996 on the discharge of UNAMIR of its mandate and
progress towards repatriation of refugees.
UNSC Resolution 1013: This Resolution requested the establishment of an
International Commission of Inquiry and investigate reports relating to the
sale or supply of arms and related material to former Rwandan
government forces81.
UNSC Resolution 1011: This resolution partially lifted the 1994 Rwanda
arms embargo for supplies to the government82.
UNSC Resolution 978: This resolution requested to all States to arrest and
detain persons found within their territory against whom there is sufficient
evidence that they were responsible for acts within the jurisdiction of the
International Tribunal for Rwanda83. It also condemned all attacks against
persons in the refugee camps near the borders of Rwanda. It further urged
States, on whose territory
UNSC Resolution 977: Recalling Resolution 955, this resolution decided
that the seat of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR)
would be in Arusha, Tanzania. The decision, according to the Secretary
General-report, signaled the start of the second phase of the ICTR's
establishment process, allowing the process of selecting the six trial judges
to begin84.
80
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UNSC Resolution 955: This resolution established the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda85. The Resolution noted that serious
violations of international humanitarian law had taken place. Noting the
work of the Commission of Experts under Resolution 935, The UN Security
Council took action under the Chapter VII of the UN Charter. Resolution
955 was passed with 13 votes in favor and one vote against from Rwanda,
with China abstaining. China did not vote because it considers the
genocide to be a Rwandan internal affair86.
UNSC Resolution 935: This resolution established a Commission of Expert
to investigate violations of international humanitarian law. The Council
stressed the need for the early deployment of the UNAMIR so that it could
fulfill its mandate. Concern was voiced about the ongoing claims of
systematic killings in Rwanda, including reports of genocide, and those
responsible for the actions done should be held accountable, through the
Genocide Convention.
UNSC Resolution 929 (22 June 1994): This resolution authorized, under
Chapter VII of the UN Charter, the “temporary establishment of a
multinational operation in the country to assist in humanitarian efforts and
protect refugees and displaced people”, until the full deployment of the
expanded United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR). In
brief, this resolution authorized the French-led Opération Turquoise in
Rwanda87.
UNSC resolution 925 (8 June 1994): This resolution authorized an
expansion of UNAMIR’s deployment with additional battalions and the use
of force for the purpose of self-defense. It also extended the mandate of
UNAMIR, until 9 December 199488.
UNSC Resolution 918 (17 May 1994): This resolution-imposed sanctions in
connection with Rwanda and provided adjustment to UNAMIR89.
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UNSC Resolution 912 (21 April 1994): This resolution expressed its alarm
and condemnation of the large-scale violence in the country which
resulted in the death of thousands of innocent civilians and proposed a
revised mandate of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda
(UNAMIR)90. The resolution also demanded a ceasefire between the
government of Rwanda and the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) and an end
to the violence engulfing the country.
UNSC Resolution 872 (5 October 1980): This resolution established the
United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR)91.
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Legal Instruments, cases, and others
When dealing with such a complex topic as the situation in the African
Great Lakes Region in the aftermath of the Rwandan Genocide, it is
important to analyze and understand the legal considerations of the
matter, as well as using legal instruments to further arguments or support
measures. Here we have compiled a list of possible legal instruments and
documents that may be of interest for the debate, yet please note that this
is not an exhaustive list and other documents, and mechanisms may be as
relevant.
Attorney General v. Adolf Eichmann: ruling decided by the District Court
of Jerusalem, Israel dealing with the crimes of crimes against humanity,
genocide, and war crimes, with international implications due to its
interpretation of ius cogens92, or peremptory norms of international law93.
The ruling was decided on December 11th, 1961.
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide (CPPCG): known as the Genocide Convention, it was signed on
December 9th, 1948, and became effective on January 12th, 1951. It defines
genocide and precludes its commission, while mandating state parties to
enforce such prohibition94.
Gacaca court system: The Rwandan government is facing a one of kind
legal challenge when it comes to prosecuting citizens accused of act of
genocide. Rwanda has more than thousands of people in prison awaiting
trials, which the classical justice system will not be able to handle in a
reasonable space of time. The Rwandan government is thus working on
the creation and launch of a new type of Court to better deliberate on
community issues. This Court system is meant to be used to contribute to
92
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the delivery of justice in the aftermath of the genocide95. The project of the
Gacaca courts is presented by the Rwanda Government of Paul Kagame as
a method of transitional justice, to promote communal healing and
rebuilding in the wake of the Rwandan genocide.
Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda: important to
determine the competencies and jurisdiction it may have over Rwandans
and its involvement in the Rwandan judicial system, as well as the
recognition given to genocide and crimes against humanity and any
implications this Tribunal may have regarding the ongoing crisis in the
African Great Lakes region and relations between states96.
Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia: its importance is derived from the possible parallels between
this tribunal and that created for Rwanda, as well as the recognition of the
crimes of genocide and crimes against humanity as within the jurisdiction
of the tribunal97.
United Nations General Assembly Resolution 3074: regarding the
principles of international co-operation in the detection, arrest, extradition,
and punishment of persons guilty of war crimes and crimes against
humanity, and adopted in 1973, UNGA Resolution 3074 may help guide the
rationale behind the interaction of certain countries against the territory or
governmental structure of another state98.
United Nations Security Council Resolution 808: establishing the
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia99. The resolution
95
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further demanded that the Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
submit a report on specific suggestions and options relating to the
implementation of the decision to establish at tribunal, including whether
it has a legal foundation, no later than 60 days following the adoption of
the current resolution100. In Resolution 827 (1993), the tribunal would be
fully created101.
Vienna Convention on the Laws of Treaties: this paramount stone of
international law can be used to understand relations between states and
the binding nature and rationale behind their interactions.
The Amnesty Law: Any legislative, constitutional, or executive
arrangement that retrospectively exempts a particular set of
people—typically military and governmental officials—from criminal
responsibility for the crimes they committed is known as an amnesty
statute102.
Transitional Justice: Transitional justice is a response to systematic or
widespread human rights breaches. It strives to recognize victims and
provide opportunities for peace, reconciliation, and democracy. Transitional
justice is not a distinct type of justice, but rather justice tailored to
countries undergoing transformation following a period of widespread
human rights violations. In some situations, these alterations occur
abruptly; in others, they may occur over many decades103.
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Source: Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). (1st January 1996). Reference map of Rwanda and
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Factbook,
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Web,
https://reliefweb.int/map/rwanda/reference-map-rwanda-and-burundi-1996,
access
05/06/2022

38

Map of Zaire and its neighbors

Source: Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). (1st January 1996). Reference Map of Zaire - 1996 World
Factbook. CIA.
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Source: Reyntjens, Filip. (2009). The Great African War, Congo and Regional Geopolitics, 1996–2006,
Cambridge University Press, pp. 46-47
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Map of the Great Lakes Region (& Refugee
crisis)

Source: Rekacewicz, P. (December 1996). Dans la région des Grands lacs, des millions de réfugiés, Le
Monde
Diplomatique,
https://www.monde-diplomatique.fr/cartes/rwandagenocide,
access
05/06/2022
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Refugee
crisis
Genocide (MSF)

after

the

Rwandan

Source: Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF). (April 2014). Rwandan refugee camps in Zaire and
Tanzania (1994-1995). MSF Speaks Out. p.7.
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