How to Write a Good Position Paper
A Position Paper is a formal document where a delegate explains the stance of
the country being represented, according to the topic and the committee
assigned. Thus, it is crucial that the information and data stated are accurate and
that no inconsistencies can be found. You should show the chairs that you fully
understand the topic and that the measures you propose are coherent and
realistic. You need to know that this document can guide you throughout the
conference, as it will include the most essential information not only for the
country you represent but also in general.
For a well-written position paper, it is key that delegates search for trustworthy
and credible information. Reliable sources are important as they back up a
delegate’s argument, and it is important to give statistics and mention legal
documents relevant to your case.
Sources range from past UN resolutions of your committee to official databases
and governmental press releases. These sources must be correctly quoted, and a
delegate must never plagiarise. However, a delegate’s view on the issue must
stand out, because if not, the document will simply read as a list of facts.
The document is structured in five sections: an introduction, historical
background of the topic, position of the country, proposals or measures and,
finally, conclusions.
The introduction is a short paragraph where the topic is briefly announced and
explained. It is recommended that the nation being represented is not
mentioned, as it is not relevant in this part of the document.
In the historical background paragraph, you should explain how the conflict or
problem began, the block positions that exist (if any), and the most important
events that have happened since the issue arose. This section is useful to better
understand the situation and should also be general; meaning that you shouldn’t
mention the country you represent.
The third paragraph (position of the country) is the one in which you must state
the most important measures your country has made, some resolutions they
have signed, plans for the future, legal background, etc. It is essential to always
side with the country you are representing. Nevertheless, a delegate can
acknowledge faults and have hopes for improvement. This must all be done
following the true line of thought of the country's high representatives and
decisions of the government.

Then, the delegate presents some measures that target the goals that must be
achieved in the topic at hand. The delegate must prioritize what is in the best
interest of the country they are representing, and tackle the main issues. These
measures can be: continuing previous commitments, getting inspired by past
measures to solve a similar subject, etc. Do not be afraid to be creative! These
proposals are usually short ones, tackling the issue at hand briefly and concisely.
They are usually bullet points and are more direct.
In the end, a conclusion can be used to remark on your priorities and a final
statement that summarizes the main points of the document.
It is important for you to know that, since it is a formal document, it must have a
specific format. In the header of the paper, you should first include the flag of the
country (on the left), the official name of the nation (in the centre) and the logo of
the committee (on the right). Beneath this, you should again write the name of
the country, the full name of the committee and, finally, the topic. Last but not
least, you can include the symbol of the nation beneath the text. Also, a
watermark of the country's flag or official symbol is highly recommended.

Here you have an example of a position paper that can guide you in structuring it.

